Josephine Foti
July 2, 2018

Josephine Foti passed away Monday, July 2, 2018 at the Southington Care Center. She
was born in Waterbury, the daughter of Antonio and Giuseppina (Raneri) Foti. She was
educated in local schools, graduated with high honors from Slocum Grammar School and
Crosby H.S., received her B.A. degree in Italian, Latin and Secondary Education from
Albertus Magnus College in New Haven. She began her teaching career at Sacred Heart
High School, then taught Italian and Latin for over 40 years at Crosby High School and
became Crosby’s Dept. Head of Foreign Languages. Her former students will remember
her for direction of many activities including the production and presentations of ItalianAmerican plays, especially the “commedia dell’arte” and a 30 year annual “Carnevale
Dinner-Dance” for students and parents ,this highlighted by Italian “mangiathon”.
She was involved in several roles and all phases of parish life and office work for St. Lucy
Church, the library and School in Waterbury and had been a Lector there. She moved to
Southington in 1997 and in 2006 assisted in administration of all parish office duties at
Mary Our Queen Church, in 2013 received the Archdiocesan St. Joseph Medal Award.
Besides her Mary Our Queen extended family, she leaves her niece, Patricia Bouley and
husband Gary, their children, Michael, Taryn and Kimberlyn of Wallingford, a nephew,
Victor C. Foti, Jr. and wife Candice and daughter Heather of Harwinton, several cousins in
CT, MA and Sicily, friends, colleagues especially Rosalie Griffin, Lucy Cutrali and
Rosemarie Carvalho. She was predeceased by 2 brothers, Domenic and Victor C. Foti,Sr.
The Mass of Christian Burial will be Friday 10 a.m. at Mary Our Queen Church. There are
no calling hours. Burial will be at Calvary Cemetery in Waterbury. In lieu of flowers
donations may be made in her memory to Mary Our Queen Parish, 248 Savage St.
Plantsville, CT 06479. For online condolences and directions please visit
www.dellavecchiafh.com
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Comments

“

My mother and Miss Foti knew each other from St. Lucy's Church in the 1940's and
were friends, but they had lost touch over the years. When Miss Foti called my name
for attendance in Italian II and I raised my hand, she gave me a long look and said, "I
knew your mother - you have her eyes. She was always a good person. Let's hope
you are, too." Always direct, always fair, keeping high standards for herself & her
students, she not only taught the Italian language but immersed us in the culture - its
art, music and literature. I have many memories of reading " I Promessi Sposi" by
Manzoni, planning the yearly Carnevale dinner-dances, acting in "Moon over
Mulberry Street" and field trips to NYC's Little Italy. She was one of many Crosby
teachers who inspired me as well as so many students. God Bless you, Miss Foti.
Yours was a life well spent.
Angela Zanett Szantyr, Class of '74

Angela Szantyr - July 08, 2018 at 04:41 PM

“

Miss Foti was truly a one-of-a-kind teacher. I had her for Italian class for 4 years. I
still have and use the cookbook she gave me upon my graduation in 1978 with the
Italian Club Award. Sabrina Esposito 1978

Sabrina Paradise - July 08, 2018 at 01:53 PM

“

Sad to read about the passing of Miss Foti, but it brought back many good memories
from 4 years of Italian class. Miss Foti was a dedicated teacher and loved her job
and the students she taught. She always kept the class interesting with her passion
and sense of humor. I will always remember "Channel FOTI".
Joe Aureli - Crosby '80

Joe Aureli - July 06, 2018 at 10:41 PM

“

Josephine was a real pleasure to know and be around. She was a very fine teacher
and loved to produce her Italian Plays especially when we did the "commedia
dell'arte. Everyone loved her at Crosby and I know that she will be forever missed.
Marie Vaccaro .

Marie Vaccaro - Lewis - July 06, 2018 at 12:20 PM

“

Josephine will be missed. Long before she was my Italian teacher in Crosby, our families
knew each other. In fact, my Dad drove Josephine down to Albertus Magnus in New Haven
when she started college. However, my fondest memories were our Italian Club plays,
especially our version of “Moon Over Mulberry St., where I played “Piccino Morello.” After
that Josephne always called me her “Piccino.” She taught us more than just the language,
she instilled in us so much of the Italian culture. Wonderful memories. God rest her soul.
Pat M. Parziale - July 06, 2018 at 08:04 PM

“

I remember her fondly from Crosby High School 1965. She was a lovely lady and
was highly respected by her students.- Maria Mastroianni

Maria Bozzuto - July 05, 2018 at 02:02 PM

“

I was a classmate of Jo's at Albertus Magnus. There were only some 45 of us and
some outstanding and talented persons. Jo was one of them. I "dayhopped" so didn't
get to know Jo too well but I, like the rest of us, admired -- loved -- her very much. Jo
was courageous, deeply intelligent, and clearly someone who loved God. I am
delighted to know she had such a fulfilling life of teaching and involvement in
community life. Clearly, she brought much joy to the Italian-American community of
her area through education and the arts. Truly her family and our Church honors her
memory these days. I wish that I had had a chance to tell her all of this...but life
moves on.
This week Anne Kelley, another beautful classmate from Albertus, also died. They
were one of a kind. I know they shall "merrily meet in heaven."
Sincerely,
Sister Dolores Liptak, RSM,
West Hartford, CT.

Dolores Liptak, RSM, PhD - July 05, 2018 at 10:14 AM

“

Ms. Go to taught my 3 brothers and me Latin and Italian. We not only learned
different languages, we learned the root of words and gained a history of the
language. IT was a pleasure to hear her at St. Lucy's Church. My father, John Festa
and she are again coordinating raffles, booster clubs, bingo for heaven.

Joan Festa - July 05, 2018 at 08:04 AM

“

Ms. Foti taught...
Joan Festa - July 05, 2018 at 08:06 AM

“

To say Miss Foti was my favorite teacher at Crosby would be an understatement.
She was an excellent teacher and an example of how to give back to the community.
I have fond memories of Carnevale, creating elaborate cardboard cityscapes that
transformed the cafeteria. A recent cleanout of my parents’ home in Waterbury found
my childhood bike wrapped in faded green and red crepe paper from the 1979
Carnevale.
I still have and wear the beautiful silver and pearl pendant that Miss Foti gave to me
as graduation gift.
Grazie per il vostro amore e supporto a tutti i vostri studenti.
Nancy Armour Barker

Nancy Armour Barker - July 04, 2018 at 09:24 AM

“

The most loyal & dedicated Italian teacher I was blessed to have at Crosby High
School..Her dedication to running the rectory @ St. Lucy's Church should not go
unnoticed..She touched many lives as a teacher... RIP Miss Foti
Respectfully, Art Ciccarelli
Crosby HS..Class of 1967

Art Ciccarelli - July 04, 2018 at 09:21 AM

“

Never a more dedicated and faithful person, always giving of her life to her Church
and the People of God. She will be missed by those who really were fortunate to truly
know her. May she now rest now in the peace and love she greatly deserves.
Father Jim Pilon

Father Jim Pilon - July 04, 2018 at 08:36 AM

“

I got to know Josephine in her later years at Mary Our Queen. Several of us spent many
hours chatting over the Sunday and Holy Day Collections. She was an amazing woman
with a great love of her church, her God and her faithful need to be sure that all was
running well in the parish. She spent hours making sure the Bulletine was perfect, the
envelopes were counted and recorded, Mass requests were entered on the master
calendar. She wanted everything perfect. I grew to look forward to our conversations about
what was for dinner or what were my children doing these days. I will miss her greatly but
know that where she is now is full of her family, students from the past and a restful peace
she truly deserves. Love you and miss you dear Jo.
Sheila

Sheila Burbank - July 05, 2018 at 09:23 PM

“

I also feel very fortunate to say that I got to know Josephine while I was helping to open the
Sunday envelopes after 8 A.M. mass. Such a wonderful lady who we so looked forward to
seeing on Sunday morning.. Thank you for everything that you did for Mary Our
Queen...Ann Lorenzo
Ann Lorenzo - July 08, 2018 at 09:29 PM

“

She was an amazing lady, strong faith in God and dedicated her life to the church and our
parish.I feel so fortunate to have her as a friend , I will miss our meetings in aisle 1. Rest in
peace , love you and will miss you. Betsy
betsy - July 09, 2018 at 01:59 PM

“

A wonderful teacher at Crosby who in a gentle way understood students and thus
related to them in a very positive way. Thank you and RIP -Richard Covello

richard covello - July 04, 2018 at 06:20 AM

