Frank Joseph Cocozza
January 17, 1940 - January 4, 2019

Frank Joseph Cocozza, Sr., 78, beloved husband for 55 years and best friend of Lucille
(Cicarelli) Cocozza passed away unexpectedly January 4, 2019. He was born January 17,
1940, the son of the late Frank and Concetta “Tilly” (Restaino) Cocozza. Frank was born
in Newark, New Jersey and grew up in Stephen Crane Village. He used his strong work
ethic to create a life second to none and never forgot his roots.
He studied electronics in the Navy from 1959 to 1963 and was active on three different
vessels while in the Navy. He was deployed as part of the Naval blockade during the
Cuban Missile Crisis. After completing his service he sought work and delivered bread for
Dugans Bakery. On one of his Thursdays off he interviewed and was hired to work for a
large material handling company. He worked his way through the ranks and rose to
Controls Engineering Manager and after transitioning into Sales was named Salesman of
the Year. His grasp of his craft, creativity, and work ethic caught the attention of his District
Manager and together in 1979 they co-founded Conveyco Technologies. Through his
leadership and hard work Conveyco had risen to become one of the largest Warehouse
Automation concerns in North America by the time of his retirement in 2006. Frank served
on the company’s Board of Directors and was preparing to celebrate its 40th Anniversary
in March with its team whom he loved as family.
Frank was extremely dedicated to his family and friends. They were his everything. He
devoted his energy towards helping them through his many random acts of kindness,
often going out of his way and never seeking the limelight because of his humility.
Second only to Frank’s love of family and friends was his love for the game of golf. He was
the 2018 Hartford Club Golf League Champion. Frank constantly encouraged the use of
the “foot wedge” when someone else he was playing with was struggling but seldom used
such a club for his own gain. Frank loved to drive fast and had earned the nickname
“Mario” from his family and friends. He once got caught idling at 78 miles an hour on the
way off an off ramp while on the way to a sales call. While teasing his grandchildren or just
joking with family/friends you could hear the laugh that started in his feet from a block
away. His love of cooking was a gift he chose to share with family and friends and that
laugh was often on full display.
Besides his wife, he is survived by his children Lucille “Lucy” Clark of Plainville, Frank Jr.

of Kensington, and Raymond and wife Alba of Southington, his grandchildren Justin Myjak
and wife Caitlyn, Julia, David, Daniel, Raymond and Frank Cocozza. He is also survived
by his sister Wilhelmina and husband Richard “Rick” Alessio, sister in law Jacquelin
Cocozza, and brother in law Patrick Meola, Sr. of New Jersey. He was predeceased by his
daughter Annmarie, his brother Joseph, his sisters in-law Mary Meola, Susan Tufariello,
Sandra Cicarelli, and Angela Cicarelli and son in-law Richard “Dick” Clark.
Calling hours are Friday evening from 4-8 pm at DellaVecchia Funeral Home 211 N. Main
St. in Southington. A viewing will also be held at DellaVecchia at 10 am on Saturday prior
to a Christian burial at 11 AM at St. Thomas Church, 99 Bristol St. Burial will follow in St.
Thomas Cemetery.
Memorial Contributions may be made to the St. Jude Children's Research Hospital 501 St.
Jude Place Memphis, TN 38105, the Lustgarten Foundation for Pancreatic Cancer
Research 415 Crossways Park Dr D, Woodbury, NY 11797, or the random act of
goodness of your choice.
For online condolences and directions please visit www.dellavecchiafh.com
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Comments

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Frank Joseph Cocozza.

January 11 at 05:07 PM

“

John Borries lit a candle in memory of Frank Joseph Cocozza

John Borries - January 11 at 11:06 AM

“

Dear Lucille and Family. I am so sorry for your loss. We love you. I love the times we
had together. I pray for Frank everyday. Love, Edward Olander & Matt Olander

Matthew Rich Olander - January 11 at 10:04 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Frank Joseph
Cocozza.

January 11 at 09:27 AM

“

To the Cocozza Family
So sorry to hear of Mr. Cocozza’s passing. Please except our sincere condolences.
All of you are in our thoughts and prayers.
God Bless you all.
Angie and Lew Palmieri

Lew Palmieri - January 11 at 08:06 AM

“

My first memory of my Uncle Frankie is when I was 3 or 4 years old. It was a Sunday,
the family met up at Grandma Tillie's and went to Church on Franklin Street. I went
with my Grandfather Frank to his "church" which was Stefanelli's Tavern. It was
common for my Grandfather Frank to babysit me at the Tavern, while I would sit on
the bar, he would drink with his buddies and play Hank Williams on the Jukebox.
After mass, Uncle Frankie would come in and get us, the family would walk over to
the row house in Stephen Crane Village for Sunday Dinner. As Grandpa would sleep
on the couch, we would enjoy our sunday meal of Macaroni, Meatballs and Red
Gravy.
In my Grandparents bedroom was a dresser drawer filled with family pictures. As a
young boy, I would spend hours going thru them, the pictures I remember most were
the Navy pictures of my Dad (Joseph Sr) and Uncle Frankie. In my mind, when a
Cocozza man grew up, he joined the Navy. Fast Forward to my 18th Birthday, when I
enlisted. During Navy boot camp the one bright spot in your day was mail-call. That
was when my sweet 12 year old cousin Ann Marie started writing me. I cherished
those letters from my cousin. Ann Marie was the beloved daughter of my Uncle
Frankie, it was such a kind gesture that she made me feel still connected to my
extended family .
When I think of my Uncle Frank, the first thing you think is: "what a good guy!" His
many accolades as a successful self made businessman and engineer. But his true
success is evident in his loving family and how much he gave of himself. But as life
goes on, work, family, career... we lose that close daily connection with our extended
family. Thirty years passes so quickly..
It was Christmas Eve last, we were spending it with cousin Frank. At the dinner table;
Uncle Frank, my daughter Arielle and me were feasting on “soup of de pesch”. My

normally reserved Uncle and I started sharing our Navy stories. We were both
Destroyer Sailors and Radar Electronic Technicians. We both had served in The
Med. But I never knew my uncle had also did a cruise in the I.O. We talked about his
ship’s role in the Cuban Missile Crisis. Why did I wait so long to hear his stories. I
admired Uncle Frank all the more for his service. I looked forward to our next talk,
where we could share more "Sea Stories".
Last weekend my cousin Frank told me the sad news. I was shocked. My uncle who
was so full of life, so energetic, so loved and respected. It did not seem to be his
time. But each day we have is a blessing and it just makes me realize to tell the
people I love.... "I love you." Listen to their stories, hug them and thank god for
another day that we have together.
I love you Aunt Lucille. You are such a kind hearted woman. The Matriarch that
keeps her family together.
I love you Cousin Lucy. You have endured such pain and loss but have come thru
stronger with love still in your heart.
I love you Cousin Frank. You are such a good and decent guy. Just like your Dad.
I love you Cousin Ann Marie. I remember you as that small baby, that I got to hold in
my arms and sing to.
I love you Cousin Ray. You grew up from that long haired, guitar playing rock and roll
kid. Today, you are way more of a responsible adult than I am .
I love you Uncle Frank. If I could only be half the man that you are, I would have
done good in this world.
Joseph Cocozza - January 10 at 10:34 PM

“

Love Everlasting Bouquet was purchased for the family of Frank Joseph Cocozza.

January 10 at 06:04 PM

“

Guiding Light Bouquet was purchased for the family of Frank Joseph Cocozza.

January 10 at 03:30 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Frank Joseph Cocozza.

January 10 at 03:23 PM

“

Rainbow Of Remembrance Spray was purchased for the family of Frank Joseph
Cocozza.

January 09 at 06:45 PM

“

It was a long time ago the two young boys in the “village” formed a friendship that
would last a lifetime. What great memories we made and shared as the years went
by and we grew families and pursued careers on opposite ends of the country as
Frank settled in Connecticut and I settled in California. In September, my wife, Gayle,
and I visited i Frank and Lucille after attending our grandson‘s wedding in
Massachusetts. They entertained us for two nights. Seems like just yesterday that
Frank and I were in his kitchen her he was making his famous tomato sauce. I
suggested that he patent the recipe and market it just like Paul Newman did with his
famous salad dressing! We had a good laugh over that suggestion… But I was
serious! How he loved to cook!
Maybe our paths will cross again in another place in another time. If they do, it will
probably be in the kitchen!

Peter Myers - January 09 at 06:08 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Frank Joseph Cocozza.

January 09 at 05:53 PM

“

Sacred Garden Spray was purchased for the family of Frank Joseph Cocozza.

January 09 at 11:56 AM

“

Ocean Breeze Spray was purchased for the family of Frank Joseph Cocozza.

January 09 at 11:04 AM

“

Basket of Memories was purchased for the family of Frank Joseph Cocozza.

January 09 at 10:03 AM

“

So sorry to hear of your loss. May he rest in peace.

Bill Hanson - January 09 at 08:23 AM

“

The Gionet Family purchased the Enduring Grace for the family of Frank Joseph
Cocozza.

The Gionet Family - January 09 at 08:12 AM

“

Steve and Carol Maisch purchased the Beautiful Heart Bouquet for the family of
Frank Joseph Cocozza.

Steve and Carol Maisch - January 09 at 05:10 AM

“

Cousin Frankie was an awesome, caring, loving family man and friend. He showed
live and respect to everyone. He was very good to my family and me. I will miss him
terribly and he will forever be in my heart

Donna Hildenbrand - January 08 at 04:23 PM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Frank Joseph Cocozza.

January 08 at 02:42 PM

“

From All of Us at Winchester Industrial Controls purchased the Emerald Garden
Basket for the family of Frank Joseph Cocozza.

From All of Us at Winchester Industrial Controls - January 08 at 12:58 PM

“

I'm so very sorry for your loss.

Vicky Frutchey - January 08 at 12:36 PM

“

Honeywell Intelligrated Integrator Support Family purchased the Serene Retreat for
the family of Frank Joseph Cocozza.

Honeywell Intelligrated Integrator Support Family - January 08 at 12:29 PM

“

My sincerest sympathy Lucille to you and your family

karen calvanese - January 08 at 09:46 AM

“

I am so sorry to hear of the loss of Frank. My thoughts and prayers are with your
family as you go through this time of sorrow. I will cherish the memories for years to
come.
- Val Tosta

Valerie Tosta - January 08 at 08:25 AM

“

Starbucks Coffee Company purchased the Magnificent Life Spray for the family of
Frank Joseph Cocozza.

Starbucks Coffee Company - January 08 at 08:14 AM

“

Divine Light was purchased for the family of Frank Joseph Cocozza.

January 08 at 08:08 AM

“

Alex and Lora Herman, Union, Kentucky purchased the Divine Peace Bouquet for
the family of Frank Joseph Cocozza.

Alex and Lora Herman, Union, Kentucky - January 07 at 10:05 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Frank Joseph Cocozza.

January 07 at 09:30 PM

“

Beautiful Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of Frank Joseph Cocozza.

January 07 at 07:04 PM

“

Lucille, Lucy, Frank, Raymond, and all the grandchildren,
It is with deeply saddened hearts that we send our sympathy to you all. Frank was a
man like no other and will forever hold a special place in all of our hearts. The
kindness and generosity that you all showed our family will never be forgotten. His
smile, hugs, and love were things that we always felt whenever we were with him.
Sending all our love. Rest in peace sweet man.
Carolyn, Bill, Alissa (Tim, Noah) and Stephanie DeVito

Carolyn DeVito - January 07 at 06:00 PM

“

I first "met" Frank in 1941 but I don't really remember as I was a 1 year old and my
parents were friends of Frank's parents. We were daily playmates as we lived next
door in Stephen Crane Village, Newark, NJ.. When I was 5 my family moved north to
Little Falls but Frank and I stayed as friends till we graduated high school. I joined the
Air Force and he went in the Navy and we lost contact for a lot of years. About 40
years ago we re-connected and have been good friends since. When my wife Kathy
and I lived in Vermont we were taking a trip south to visit our family in the Wash, DC
area I called Frank and said we were going to stop by for a cup of coffee as we had a
schedule to keep. So we stopped at his house for coffee and lo and behold he had
prepared a smorgasborg for 30 people. I mean lobster, crab legs, steak and all sorts
of yummy Italian food. 3 hours later we got back ,on the road, stuffed and sleepy
from all the food. But he liked to cook and I enjoyed his cooking so I did not
complain.

George Caban - January 07 at 05:47 PM

“

Rays of Light Spray was purchased for the family of Frank Joseph Cocozza.

January 07 at 05:27 PM

“

I first met Frank 30 plus years ago, when I was a young sales person, assigned to
call on his Company...Conveyco. I was immediatly impressed with his kindness,
professionalism and industry knowledge. Over the years, I was privaledged to get to
know Frank, his lovely wife Lucille, and his son Ray and his wife. On more than one
occasion, Frank had me over to his home...a real treat for a Road Warrior! I will
cherish the time I spent with him over the years. My heart goes out to his family
during this extremely difficult time.
Keith Pignolet

Keith Pignolet - January 07 at 04:48 PM

