Alphonse A. D'Angelo
August 2, 1938 - December 28, 2018

Alphonse Anthony D’Angelo of Southington, CT passed away on August 4th, 2018 two
days after his 80th birthday. He was the loving son of Katherine Mazzera D’Angelo and
Alphonse D’Angelo Sr.; beloved uncle of Susan D’Angelo Sullivan, Suzanne (Bruce)
Robbins, and Robert (Teri) D’Angelo; great uncle of Robert (Erica) Sullivan, Christopher
(Maura) Sullivan, Daniel Valente, Katherine Robbins, Peter (Elizabeth) Robbins, Michael
(Jodi) D’Angelo, Matthew D’Angelo, and Nicole (Matthew) Joyce; great-great uncle to
Stephanie and Zackary Sullivan, Nicholas and Patrick Sullivan, Jayden D’Angelo, Madison
and Dominic D’Angelo, Andrew and David Joyce, and Peter Robbins. He was
predeceased by his brother Dominic and sister-in-law Shirley D’Angelo, sister Anne and
brother-in-law Daniel Chicone, and his niece Nancy Valente.
Alphonse was born and raised in Southington, CT. He graduated from Southington High
School, earned his Bachelors in Modern Languages from Boston College, continued his
education to receive his Masters in Education from Central Connecticut State University,
and finally completed a sixth-year degree in Spanish from the University of Arizona
through a study abroad program in Guadalajara, Mexico. For 30 years until his retirement
in 1997, he taught Spanish, French, and Italian at Southington High School; where he
warmly welcomed every student by saying, “Check your American Democracy at the door,
this is a benevolent dictatorship.”
Alphonse remained a life-long member of the community through various activities. He
held several volunteer positions at St. Thomas Church and the Sons of Italy Club. He
served as an extra-ordinary minister of Holy Communion and was a member of the St.
Thomas Church Parish Council and St. Thomas School Board. He volunteered for many
years at the Sts. Martin and James AIDS respite with the late Fr. James Graham.
Alphonse continued to teach to the community. He taught Italian classes twice a week to
both beginners and more seasoned linguistic learners at the Sons of Italy Club and Italian
classes at St. Peter’s Catholic School in Torrington. He also taught English to immigrants
in the town’s Adult Education Program and even tutored a group of Suffield priests in
Spanish.
Alphonse had numerous other interests and hobbies. He was a longtime member of the
Southington Historical Society. He enjoyed gardening since an early age with his father

and he was proud of his corner garden at his condo. He enjoyed traveling the world,
especially to his beloved country of Italy and his second-home of Mexico. He was an avid
reader and took pleasure in completing the New York Times crossword puzzle in pen
every Sunday! Alphonse also enjoyed collecting antiques and was an avid painter, taking
lessons up until his death.
For his lifelong service and accomplishments to the community, Alphonse D’Angelo was
awarded the 2016 Gold Medal Award by the Southington UNICO. He was extremely
honored and proud to have received this award.
A funeral mass will be held on Saturday January 5th, 2019 at St. Thomas Church in
Southington, CT at 10:30am. Per Alphonse’s request there are no calling hours. In lieu of
flowers, please make any donations to the Southington Sons of Italy Club Scholarship
Program or the Southington UNICO Scholarship Program.
For online condolences and directions please visit www.dellavecchiafh.com

Cemetery
St Thomas Cemetery
209 Belleview Avenue
St Thomas Cemetery, CT, 06489

Comments

“

Mr. D’Angelo was my homeroom teacher in 1967 at Southington High School. He
lectured the Class of 1970 that our rebellious reputation preceded us (long hair on
boys and mini skirted girls). He went on to become our much loved Class Advisor
and promised to apologize for prejudging us if wrong which he did! He left a lasting
impression on this chatty Sophomore when during Homeroom study hall he
interrupted my conversation with a friend to ask: “Miss Hopkins, do you ever come up
for air?” Finally, I was able to remind him of this at Class of 1970’s 40th Reunion
which brought a sheepish smile to his face. Wish he would be attending our 50th.
God Bless Alphonse D’Angelo and his family.

Patricia Hopkins Wilson - June 21 at 10:09 PM

“

“

Sincerely, Patricia Hopkins Wilson, Houston, TX
Patricia Hopkins Wilson - June 21 at 10:12 PM

I may be too late to add my tribute to Mr D! Back in the 70's, Mr. D was my French
teacher and let's just say, I was not the most stellar student he had in his classroom.
In addition to being an amazing teacher, our family shopped at Riccio's where I
would see him in a different capacity. He was the chaperone on our spring break trip
to Greece in my senior year at Southington High School. This was the first time I ever
took a trip without my family. It was also the first time I was on a plane and the first
time I flew across the Atlantic Ocean. Loved every minute! Mr. D., in addition to my
amazing dad, influenced me in my ongoing love for language, the arts, history,
culture, reading, exploring new things, life long learning and traveling. I will always be
grateful! Au revoir Mr. D....you will always be remembered!

Annette Roy Lombardi - March 09 at 06:17 PM

“

Our deepest sympathy goes out to the D’Angelo Family.
Anthony Feola and family

Anthony Feola - January 04 at 04:04 PM

“

The world has lost a great man. RIP Mr. D.

richard franco - January 02 at 09:30 PM

“

Uncle Al,
With such wisdom,you were profound.Your generosity knew no bounds. You were
always strong in your beliefs, but so compassionate and kind. The many moments of
life we shared with you will always be treasured; whether a family dinner, cribbage by
the pool, or a trip overseas. We hope you had all your questions answered by God
now that you are face to face! We will continue to love you by trying to live as you
lived. Love, Robbie and Dan

Dan Vendetti - December 29, 2018 at 05:01 PM

“

Thirty years later, I vividly remember Señor D’Angelo’s Spanish classs at Kennedy Jr
High. He was passionate and engaging. He loved Mexico and as a proud 1/2Colombian, I would tease him that there were other countries that spoke Spanish. He
was one of the good guys and has left a lasting legacy. Rest In Peace, Señor
D’Angelo. Gracias por todo.

Sandra Cence - December 29, 2018 at 11:19 AM

“

Kathryn Marie "Scotty" Scott lit a candle in memory of Alphonse A. D'Angelo

Kathryn Marie "Scotty" Scott - October 22, 2018 at 03:56 PM

“

My tribute to Alphonse D’Angelo, friend and teacher.
https://youtu.be/6DLT4COxTo8

Christopher Poulos - September 01, 2018 at 12:13 PM

“

Mr. D was the Class of 1970 Supervisor and also the head of the National Honor
Society.
He was also a teacher of CYO (Catholic Youth Organization). It wasn't until I was
much older that I realized how truly special he was and very giving of his time to
guide the youth of our community. I saw him at the Italian Festival Mass this summer
and made up my mind that I was going to tell him what I really thought of him.
However, I lost him in the procession. Thank you dear teacher for guiding so many to
live a christian based life. God Bless. Rest in Peace. Geraldine Cosgrove-Reynolds

Geraldine Cosgrove-Reynolds - August 31, 2018 at 09:53 PM

“

Alphonse was my next door neighbor for almost 20 years. We shared many a
conversation over many different topics over the years. Along with my other
neighbor, we made food for him and he watered my flowers whenever I went away.
He will be sorely missed by me and my best friend Tony. Rest In Peace my dear Al! I
miss you very much!
Jeanne Bisaillon Lee

Jeanne Bisaillon Lee - August 31, 2018 at 07:25 PM

“

Alphonse was my church buddy at Saturday masses. I shared two trips to Italy to
share in his heritage with pilgrimages with Father Joe Keough. He wanted me to
enjoy Italy.
.
We shared so many memories of old Southington and relatives.
He was over whelmed with the UNICO award and so touched by ALL his Italian
students. I was happy to have shared in that memory.
I will truly miss such a great man and friend.

Sharon King - August 23, 2018 at 07:53 PM

“

My condolences to Allie’s family. He was very close to my mom, Adeline Mongillo
Mercaldi and our family. My thoughts and prayers are with you, all, at this time.
Rest In Peace, Allie and May the Lord be with you! . Rosemary Mercaldi Savoy

Rosemary Savoy - August 17, 2018 at 07:19 PM

“

You were a gentleman and a scholar and a good friend to my family, especially to my
mother. I remember your patience when I was your student. And of course who could
forget “piccolo essame!” I shed tears but not for you. You are in paradise. I shed
tears because I will miss you.

Susan Cotugno Pulaski - August 16, 2018 at 08:25 AM

“

Many times around the pool with you and my family in Sunday afternoons, and when
I was old enough to learn, playing you in Cribbage, you somehow always beat me
though! Loved hearing about the old Southington and what it was like back then, you
had so many wonderful stories. I am glad to have just seen you and have walked
with you at this years Italian Festival procession, you will be missed dearly, and
never forgotten in my memories.

Joseph Taglia - August 16, 2018 at 08:15 AM

“

R.I.P. Mr D. You were a wonderful gentleman.

Connie Palazzo - August 15, 2018 at 11:59 AM

“

God Bless you Mr D....you were a magnificent teacher and friend to all. My french
teacher many years ago and I remember you like it was yesterday! Also remember
going into Riccio's and you treating me like I was family whenever you saw me. You
had the most giving and loving way about you. This world was a much better place
having you in it. Jennie Bouchard

Jennie Bouchard - August 15, 2018 at 11:07 AM

“

“

Your last sentence could not be more true!
Joseph - August 16, 2018 at 08:18 AM

Tom O’Hare lit a candle in memory of Alphonse A. D'Angelo

Tom O’Hare - August 15, 2018 at 09:57 AM

“

Vicki Testa lit a candle in memory of Alphonse A. D'Angelo

Vicki Testa - August 15, 2018 at 06:34 AM

“

Sally Faitella lit a candle in memory of Alphonse A. D'Angelo

Sally Faitella - August 14, 2018 at 08:23 PM

